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in its Eaftern Limit, which was then low in the 
Horizon, and extended to the bright Star in the 
right Shoulder of Orion^ then bearing S W- It was 
exceedingly bright, regular, and weil-defin'd, and 
about the Breadth of the Rainbow 5 which it re- 
fcmbled in every thing, but its Variety of Colours. 
It continued thus for almoft 2.0^ Minutes, declining 
gently Southward, and then gradually feparated and 
difappear'd, I am, 

SIR, 

Tour verj afeifionate Friend and Servant ^ 

W.Cowper. 

XXVIII. 
ExtraSi of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Tay- 
lor, Ficar ^^/Portrmouth, to Mr. Roderick, 
concerning an Earthquake^i^// if>5^r^, March 
i8. i749-5;o* 

Toftftnouthy March^'!;. 1750.' 

i?.WMarch 29. .^ T SHALL give you fome Parti- 

^^^^' JL culars with regard to the Earth- 

quake, which was felt here on Sunday the 18th 
inftant. 

The firft Part of the preceding V/eek was fine 
Weather. JVedntfday Night it became damp and 
cold, and continued fo all Thurjday, with Mifts. 
Friday was a fine Day, Saturday damp and cloudy^ 
Sunday Morning fine. Juft before 6 in the Evening 
we had Come large Drops of Rain^^ and a Thunder- 

Oooo Cloud 
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Cloud paffcd to the SE juft as the Earthquake 
happened. 

The firft thing perceived was a Shock, like the 
fiiddcn Step of a Body in Motion i a kind of jar- 
ring. This wasfuccccdcd immediately by a gentle 
Motion^ nearly in the Difcftion between Eaft and 
Wcfii- which made 3 or. 4 How. and dehberate Vi- 
brations. Thofc who fat facing the Eafi: or V/cft 
were moved back v/ard and forward 1 and thofc who 
faced to ihc .North or Sooth wcie moved fide ways. 
The WiiOic was attended with a Noiie like that of 
Thunder at a very great Diftance. It ialkd^ asl judge 
by different Accounts, about 4 or 5 Seconds. 

1 do not hear of any Explofion. The Safhcs and 
Door in nay Chamber fliook, as in a Blaft of Wind 
a little ftrongcr than ordinary. Several, who were 
on the Battlements of the Church, felt it more 
violent, and heard the Bell-Frames and Floor fliakc 
and crack. Few on the Ground, or in Motion^ 
were fenfible of it. 

It was felt at Havanty 7 or 8 Miles to the Eat^ 
and at Fitchfield^ 7 Miles to the Weft. 

It palfed to, or from, the IJle of Wight ^ where it 
affected the Ground-Floor, as much as the Cham- 
bers here. It ran along the Coaft between Eaft and 
Weft, but 1 have not heard that k was perceived 
at Sea, or went far inland. 

I am informed it has been felt at Guernfey and 
^erfeVy (o that if it moved horizontally, it muft 
be a coniiderable Depth under-round ; the Sounds 
ings from hence to thofc Iflands being, in fome 
Places, 45- or f o Fathoms : So that 1 flatter myfelf, 
that the linall Pvcfiftance which it can meet with 

4 ^^ 
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at Sea is fo diiproportionate to what It niuft en- 
counter under ib many more Fathoms of Earth, 
that a more violent Return will rather open and 
difcharge itfclf thcrc^ than do us any confiderablc 
Mifchief at Land. 



ExtraM of a Letter froM Mr. Benj, Cooke 
fl II S. to Mr. Peter Coliinfoiij F. R. S. 
of a Shock of wi Earthquake /^/^ in the Ifle 
^Vv^ight^ March 19. 1749-50. 

Ip cf Wight ^ March 26^ ij^o. 

it^/^^Marchsp.TJE SIDES the Shock, which hap- 
^'^^^' Kj pen'd Iiere about 6 in the Evening 
on the 1 8th Intlant, as has been mentioned in the 
public Prints from many neighbouring Places^ there 
v/as another, which was felt by fome betwixt 5 
and 4 o' Clock next Morning : But whether this 
latter was as extenfive as the former^ I cannot yet 
learn. 

In the Evening Shocks a Gentleman of my Ac- 
quaintance was fitting alone in his Parlour by rbe 
Fire with the Doors flhut $ the Spaniel-Dog^ which 
lay as it were afleep before him, was fo terrified at 
tiie unufua! Motion, that he ran round the Room 
in the greateft Fright and ConfuaoHj as endeavour- 
ing to find a Way of Efcape. 
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